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If	Carlsberg	did	sailing,	they	would	probably	choose	to	sail	a	Dragon……..		
On	that	note,	we	welcome	Brian	Goggin	into	the	Kinsale	Fleet	this	year	along	with	Daniel	
Murphy	on	the	beautiful	Serafina.		
	
Early	May	saw	the	One	Design	Keelboat	Regatta	welcome	Dragons	Aphrodite,	Larus,	Magic	
and	Miss	Fire	 from	Glandore	 to	 join	 the	entire	Kinsale	Dragon	Fleet	as	well	 as	a	 separate	
Squib	 Fleet	 in	 an	 event	 of	 challenging	 and	 very	 variable	 sailing	 conditions	 across	 the	 two	
days.	 John	 Stallard	 and	 the	 intrepid	 Kinsale	 race	 management	 team	 facilitated	 some	
excellent	racing.	Early	indications	of	Serafina's	speed	and	enthusiasm	showed	with	a	result	
of	 second	 overall.	 First	 place	 was	 taken	 by	 Little	 Fella	 sailed	 by	 Cameron	 Good,	 Henry	
Kingston	and	Simon	Furney,	while	Mar	J	sailed	by	Adrian	Bendon,	Eoghan	O'Mahony	and	Bill	
Applebe	 came	 in	 third	 overall.	 Racing	was	 very	 competitive	 and	 a	 good	warm	up	 for	 the	
busy	season	which	followed.	Thanks	to	Barry	Ryan	Civil	Engineering	for	event	sponsorship.	
	
The	 social	 event	 of	 the	 inaugural	 Dragon	Quiz	 and	 Games	 night	 in	mid	May	was	 a	 great	
success	and	a	lot	of	fun	was	had	by	all.	The	winner	of	the	evening	was	Henry	Kingston	with	
Adrian	Bendon	and	Anthony	O'Neill	close	joint	seconds.	The	physical	part	of	the	competition	
in	the	form	of	pitch	and	toss	saw	a	lot	of	the	competitors	end	up	on	the	floor	along	with	the	
coins!	A	non-alcoholic	night	is	pencilled	in	for	next	season's	competition…..	
	
Grey	 Hare,	 Little	 Fella,	 Mar	 J	 and	 Serafina	 competed	 in	 the	 East	 Coast	 Championship	 in	
Dublin's	Royal	Irish	Yacht	Club	in	late	May	with	Little	Fella	and	Mar	J	placing	third	and	fourth	
overall	 respectively.	 Both	 of	 these	 boats	 put	 in	 consistently	 good	 placings	 over	 the	 total	
event	in	tough	breezy	and	cold	conditions.	Dublin	boat	Phantom	was	the	overall	winner.		
The	 Kinsale	 Dragons	were	 then	 left	 in	 Dublin	 as	 the	 Nationals	 were	 held	 at	 the	 Royal	 St	

George	Yacht	Club	only	a	few	weeks	later.	Club	racing	was	
on	 hold	 for	 the	 month	 of	 June	 because	 of	 the	 close	
scheduling	of	the	two	Dun	Laoghaire	based	events	and	also	
Sovereigns	Cup	in	Kinsale.		
Phantom	took	the	spoils	of	the	National	title	much	to	the	
disappointment	of	Little	Fella	as	they	were	so	close	and	
only	narrowly	beaten	into	second	position.	

	
	
Serafina	 stayed	 on	 in	 Dublin	 Bay	 for	 the	 Dun	 Laoghaire	 Regatta	 in	 early	 July	 and	 sailed	
impressively;	leading	overall	after	day	one.	Unfortunately	they	finished	fourth	in	the	event	
overall	(second,	third	and	fourth	however	were	on	equal	points);	allegedly	due	to	a	spiked	
cidona	on	one	of	the	nights!	
	
	



July	 also	 saw	 fourteen	 Dragons	 compete	 in	 the	 Glandore	 Classic	 Regatta	 and	 Serafina	
travelled	once	again	to	represent	Kinsale.	Maeve	Cotter	sailed	Serafina	with	Daniel	Murphy,	
Anthony	O'Neill,	Shawn	Kingston	and	John	Morland	all	making	guest	appearances	across	the	
week.	Despite	two	first	placings	on	the	 last	day	 (three	firsts	 in	 total),	Serafina	ended	up	a	
respectable	close	second	overall	to	local	boat	Aphrodite.	
	
The	significant	event	in	the	KYC	Dragon	Racing	Calendar	of	the	Kinsale	Regatta	was	well	
supported.		Having	had	their	ten	year	winning	streak	broken	the	previous	year	by	Mar	J,	
Little	Fella	once	again	claimed	the	trophy	in	2017.	
	
The	Glandore	 Rose	 Bowl	 held	 in	 late	 August	was	 a	 breezy	 affair	which	 saw	 three	 Kinsale	
boats	 dominate.	 Coming	 in	 first	 was	 Little	 Fella,	with	Mar	 J	 second	 and	 Tenacious	 third.	
Shawn	Kingston	sailing	Glandore	boat	Aphrodite	was	fourth.	Well	done	to	all	involved	and	a	
big	thank	you	to	Glandore	Harbour	Yacht	Club	whose	Dragon	numbers	have	increased	to	a	
very	 impressive	 dozen	 or	 so	 boats	 regularly	 out	 club	 racing	 in	 the	 beautiful	 harbour	 of	
Glandore.	
	
KYC	 hosted	 this	 year's	 South	 Coast	 Championship	 in	 early	
September	with	Alan	Crosbie	doing	a	superb	job	as	event	PRO.	
He	and	his	experienced	 team	of	Kinsale	 (Michele	Kennelly	and	
Siobhan	Keane	Hopcraft)	and	Glandore	(John	and	Ann	Williams)	
race	management	personnel	enjoyed	Dave	Akerlind's	beautiful	
yacht	 Paragon	 as	 committee	 boat.	 The	 event	 was	 generously	
sponsored	by	Kingston	Bros	Kinsale	Boatyard.	
Day	one	saw	Mar	J	win	the	first	race	with	Grey	Hare	nipping	at	
their	heels	in	beautiful	champagne	sailing	conditions.		
	

Day	two	was	a	very	different	affair	with	the	winds	picking	
up	considerably	and	testing	all	the	crews.	Tenacious	
showed	blistering	pace	at	times	(and	were	very	careful	
not	to	damage	spinnakers)	but	it	was	the	big	guns	of	Little	
Fella	who	came	into	their	own	and	deservedly	pipped	
Phantom	for	pole	position.		

	
Day	three	unfortunately	was	unsailable	due	to	the	lack	of	
wind	and	poor	visibility	and	so	the	final	results	at	end	of	day	
two	stood	for	the	event	overall.	Some	solace	for	Little	Fella	
for	letting	the	Nationals	slip	earlier	in	the	season.	Grey	Hare	
crewed	by	Shawn	Kingston,	Tony	Kingston	and	Harry	Lewis	
ended	up	third	with	Mar	J	fourth.	Great	results	for	the	
Kinsale	Fleet	in	home	waters.		
	

The	enthusiasm	and	commitment	of	the	Glandore	youth	team,	
which	saw	a	relay	team	of	teenage	Dragon	sailors	crew	the	Glandore	
boat	Aphrodite	across	the	event	was	recognised	by	a	special	
presentation	at	the	Championship	prizegiving.	
	



The	At	Home	Regatta	in	mid	September	saw	Pat	Murphy	
return	to	Dragon	racing	to	helm	Serafina	crewed	by	his	two	
sons	Sean	and	Daniel.		
Mar	J's	crew	included	Tristan	Bendon,	probably	the	
youngest	competitor	this	year	at	the	ripe	old	age	of	five.	
Mar	J	took	first	place	in	the	event,	much	to	the	delight	of	
proud	dad,	Adrian.	Serafina	came	in	second	and	Little	Fella	
third.	A	great	day	was	had	by	all	thanks	to	the	club	
management	and	bar	and	kitchen	staff	(and	the	weather!).	
	
	
	
The	final	event	of	the	2017	Dragon	Calendar	was	the	Jack	Craig	Memorial	Bell	Regatta	in	
Dromineer,	where	racing	on	fresh	water	brings	its	own	different	set	of	challenges.	It	is	
always	a	pleasure	to	travel	to	the	lake	and	the	wonderful	reception	we	receive	at	the	club.	
Grey	Hare,	Little	Fella	and	Serafina	travelled	from	Kinsale	to	the	event	and	Little	Fella	came	
in	second	to	round	off	a	very	good	year	of	results	for	this	boat.		
	
Although	I	myself	did	not	travel	abroad	sailing	this	year,	the	international	crews	seemed	to	
travel	to	sail	with	me!	Along	with	the	great	lads	and	lassies	from	the	Kinsale	Outdoor	
Education	Centre	(KOEC)	who	loved	sailing	the	Dragon,	I	had	the	pleasure	of	sailing	in	the	
company	of	English,	Lithuanian,	American,	Spanish	and	South	African	crew.	A	big	thank	you	
to	all	and	look	forward	to	seeing	everyone	again	next	season.	
	
	
This	international	flavour	of	crew	racing	in	Kinsale	Dragons	serves	to	set	the	scene	well	for	
the	multinational	world	class	Dragons	to	be	hosted	by	KYC	for	the	Dragon	Gold	Cup	in	2020;	
the	previous	hosting	of	this	event	by	KYC	in	2012	was	tremendously	successful.	
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hugely	appreciated.		
The	hosting	of	the	South	Coast	Championship	brought	a	particular	demand,	in	terms	of	on	
and	off	the	water	resources	required	and	the	list	of	people	who	gave	of	their	time	and	
expertise	is	long	indeed.	Their	contribution	is	very	much	appreciated.		This	includes	also	the	
bar,	kitchen,	marina	and	management	staff	of	KYC.	
	
	
 
	
	
		


